August 15, 1974 


RECEIVED 
JAN 26 2004 


ANDUM 

BOSTOW PUBLIC LIBRARY 

TO: BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS DEPARTMENT 
FROM: ROBERT T. KENNEY, DIRECTOR 


SUBJECT: DOWNTOWN-WATERFRONT-FANEUIL HALL URBAN RENEWAL AREA 
PROJECT NO. MASS. R-77 
COMMERCIAL BLOCK BUILDING - DISPOSITION PARCEL C-2-C 
INFORMATIONAL 


At the previous Board meeting of July 31, 1974, the following information 
regarding the Commercial Block Building was requested: 


(1) THE DATE OF ADVERTISING: JUNE 1, 1972 
(2) THE DATE OF SUBMISSIONS: AUGUST 18, 1972 
(3) THE DATE OF TENTATIVE DESIGNATION: APRIL 11, 1974. 


Concerning the condition of the building as a result of the fire which occurred 
on the evening of July 30, 1974, the following is offered: 


The fire apparently started on the third floor and quickly engulfed the entire 
structure, destroying the roof and severely damaging the back wall (brick) and the 
Richmond Street and Commercial Street facades (granite). Although interior flooring 
and timbers were aflame, no floors collapsed or failed. 


Discussions with Dudley Gulesian, the developer's architect, revealed his optimism 
concerning the developer's desire and interest in going forward. Mr. Gulesian 
acknowledged that their proposal called for an entirely new roof and new rear wall 
in any event. His inspection of the structure after the fire determined no structural 
failure . In fact, he was satisfied that very few, if any, floor beams would have to 
be replaced as a result of the fire. His main concern at this time was the condition 
of the granite facades which had been badly spalled by the fire. Presently, this 
matter remains unresolved, since he is trying to get one or two experts to examine 
the damaged material. 


In addition, our engineering consultants, Schoenfeld Associates, have examined 
the structure and found it to be rehabitable. Their report is enclosed. 
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Meewal) ac a: ie Or pi ny’ (Ree. 
Director of Enrineering 

Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Sua bOGI | Cat wiha li 

One City Hall Square 

Boston, Massachusetts 


Attention: Mrs Ba) Adams 
Project Engineer 


RE: “Downtown, Waterfront #Project 


Granite Block Buildings 
126-144 Commercial Street 


Dear Sir: 


‘Included herewith is a fire damage report completed 
for the above-mentioned granite structure. 


Our immediate recommendation is to protect the 
pedestrian. At the prest time, loose glass from the 
windows and loose bricks in Arch Place are the immediate 
problems. The windows and doors should be boarded up. 
The pore Wall sin back atrArch Place; in particular, (the 
Pattn ane sixth tioons.(busiddings p26) through?! 136)shou ld 
be demolished. ; 


The building itself is still structurally sound. 
The granite facings and window lintels (where shown on 
the sketches) will need replacement for appearance sake 
andsania: few isolated conditions -thesfranite 1s "split 
at the windows. 


inside.most of the.damare is confined to buildings 
126-136. Inside the burldinr, the heavy floor beams are 
singed |\but are still structurally sound. Room paneling 
HArtitions including (studdine, are ‘severly, damaged sand 
Should be removed. All ceilins paneling and insulation 
in these three buildings are beyond salvage. The 
etairvaya in the first ifhree .bulldines are a,.compicte 
lass from tit fsre;and intthe other two buildings the 
Stalrways are old and decrepit. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2025 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


https://archive.org/details/downtownwaterfro0Obost_4 


Mr. Bill Adams 
Minus te 2,5. L974 
Page 2 


The roof of the building is. completely demolished 
except for 142-144. We have taken pictures :-of this 
building. These pictures will be transmitted as soon 
as they are developed. 


This is a preliminary report made after completing 
a visual inspection of the building. We would recommend 
that the Developers' Engineers make a more detailed 
inspection to determine which specific structural members, 
floor beams and granite blocks must be replaced. 


Very nul yvayourns., 


SCHOENEELD ASSOCIATES Jeni. 
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William A. McQueen,: P.E. 
Project Manager 
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SCHOENFELD ASSOCIATES, INC. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


TOs Willian A. McOucen ~* DAT Wore Ws Gone ad 

FROM: James Nonegan RE: Downtown Waterfront Preiect 
Inspection, of a 6-Story S3uilding 
on Commercial Street Danared 
by -a. Najorenare 


OnaAuris tile lo7W Van Inspection was: neld .o faa 
Beuomy brick Shug Lda need te rilimnerns@s126 . .U28, 40) 13 2) oie, 
136, Webel ho ane Commencial Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts. Present at this inspection was Messrs. 
Ambrose Griffin and Peter Lee of the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority; and Messrs. William A. McQueen and James Donegan 
of Schoenfeld Associates, Inc. 

The purpose of this inspection was to determine the 
structural damage to the building caused by a major fire 
and if the building can be rehabilitated. 

ACethie, inspection, the writer observedethe: followings 


1. All brick walls, except the brick wall that 


abuts Arch Place, appeared to be sound. 

2. Wood Floor beams were burned about 1 inch 
invirom there onsonal surface, ibutr stil) 
appearca to -beystructurally- sound. 

J ori eTa Gra tian ute LOCK i aCanm iwi Cracked 
and Spallea in) several/locations; especially 
from the third floor and’ up on Richmond Street, 

ia Tniemroot swashaucatroyedsinutnic. tarot 4, bur icing 
units. 


ALi non-structural elements such as fiovor. deck, 
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William A. McQueen 
AUS 2.55 & 
Page 2 


cellings, wall and stairways were severely 
damaged and should be replaced. 

It is the conclusion of the Writer after this visual 
inspection that it is very possible to save this building. 
The main structural elements of building, the brick walls 
and floor beams appear to be in good condition. It is 
recommended that a more detailed investigation be carried 


out with regard to these elements. 


SCHOENFELD ASSOCIATES, INC. JOR NO. —-— 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS SHEET OF BHEEYS f 
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